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St. Marx xi. 17. the former part. 
And he taught, ſaying unto them, Is 


it not written, my Houſe ſhall be 


called of all Nations the * of 
Freer: 7 _ 


N * Y N UR Lord being now come with 
bis Diſciples to Jeruſalem, we 
| read, in the Words preceding 


my Text, that Jeſus went into the 
Temple, and began to caſt out 


them that ſold and bought in the Temple ; and o- 
 verthrew the Tables of the Money-Changers, and 
| the Seats of them that fold Doves; and would 
not ſuffer that any Man ſhould carry any Veſſel 
through the Temple: And then he taught them 
the Leflon now read to you. 


Which Words are our Lord's Vindication of | 
f for exerting his miraculous Power, and 
that 1 in a manner ſeeming paſſionate and outra- 

A 2 gious, 


Of the Houſe of Prayer. 

gious, to diſpoſſeſs Traders, and drive out a 
Crowd, and reſcue his Father's ſacred Houſe 
from the common and prophane Uſe, the Jews 
made, and ſuffer d to be made of it. 
lt may ſeem not a little ſtrange at firſt Sight, 
that theſe Jews themſelves, and their Rulers, 
ſhould ever tolerate this groſs Profanation of 
the Temple, who trod in it with a nice and 
religious Obſervance , prayed with their Face 
towards it wherever they were, and wou'd not 
fuffer an uncircumciſed or unclean Perſon to 
enter into it, on Pain of Death. = 
But it is obſervable from many of their own 
Writers, what will clear this Scruple, that there 
were three Courts or Diviſions in their Tem- 
ple; the firſt and innermoſt called the Court 
of the Prieſts, where were plac'd the Altar and 
the Burnt-Offering, and into which none but 
the Prieſts and Levites could enter: The ſecond, 
being the middle or great Court, ſurrounding 
that of the Prieſts, received all the clean Jews, 
and the Praſelytes of Juſtice; that is, thoſe 
Gentiles who had been circumciſed, and em- 
braced the whole Law of Moſes: And from 
this ſecond Court was divided the third, com- 
monly called zhe Court of the Gentiles, into 
which came Jews and Gentiles promiſcuoully : 
The whole being encompaſsd by the great 


Of the Houſe of Prayer. 
Wall, which diſtin ouiſh'd it from the profane 
or common eee, In this laſt Court the 
Jews ſuffered Trade and Commerce; as, for 
the Convenience of thoſe who might purchaſe 
Sacrifices there, fo probably not without ſome 
Alight on the Gentiles , whom they accounted 
common -and unclean, "bat who were permitted 
by ancient Uſage to pay their Devotion in this 
part of the Temple. 

Our bleſſed Lord ar gues with them upon this 
Practice: He does not object to the Gentiles 
coming into this part of the Temple, (for all 
Nations were ſoon after to be called by him in- 
to his Father's Houſe) but he pleads that the 
Temple could be no otherwiſe common to all, 
than as it was the Howſe of Prayer; and there- 
fore this outer Court of it, ought not to be 
converted to a Market, much leſs a Den of 
Thieves or Extertioners; but preſerved as well 
as the reſt, for his Divine Service only, to 
whoſe fene Name this ſecond Temple, as well 


as the firſt, had been conſecrated with the - 


greateſt Solemnity. This, I conceive, was the 
true State of the Caſe, when our Lord taught | 
in the Words of my Text. 
And I wou d hope J have not made an . 
proper Choice of theſe Words for the firſt Sub- 
ect in this. Place, wherein we are now aſſem- 
: — bled; 
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bled; Men, Brethren, and Father in God! to 


joyn our Devotion. while it becomes the Houſe 


of God, and of Prayer; and to ſee the Work 


perform d by the only Authori ity on Earth, de- 
rived from the bleſſed Author of my Text! 
For, as the apoſtolick Authority was unque- 
ſtionably his who commanded them, to go and 


teach all Natzwas; fo tis evident, the univerſal 
Church was Epiſcopal i in the Apoſtles Days; and 
that Form of Government cou'd poſhbly be eſta- 
bliſhed by no other Authority, belides theirs who 
preſided over the whole, had we not their ex- 
| preſs Appointment for ir. 


And again, As the gaiverſal Church was then : 
governed by Biſhops only, and ſo continu'd to 
be without one material Exception, till after the 
Reformation in theſe JYeftern Churches, when 
yet. nothing but an abſolute Neceſſity was plea- 
ded for want of it; ſo 'tis evident from the Re- 


mains of our own articlt Hiſtory, that this Na- 
tion, from its Converſion in the Apoſtle* $ Days, 
6 had no other Eccleſiaſtical Government, but 
that of Epiſcopacy, and ſtill retain'd it in the 
Corners of this Ifland, to which Chriſtianity 
Was driven by a Torrent of Heatheniſm and Bar- 
barity Until, upon a ſecond Converſion of 


the e ths ſame Adminiſtration. was again 
Arden y communicated to our S$' axon Anee⸗ 


Of the Honſe of Prayer: 7 
ſtors; and from them tranſmitted, without In- _ 
terruption, down to the Right Reverend Fa- 
ther before whom I fpeak, and his Collegues, 
in the Government of chis truly apoſtolical 
Church. 9 
If IJ "ng raid this truly, (Which I cou d lay 
before you in the Detail x Proof were it not to 
take too great a Compaſs) from hence it fol- 
lows inevitably, that all thoſe Places, and thoſe 
Perfons that are, with us, preſum d to be ſet a- 
part for publick religious Worſhip, either with- 
out, or in oppoſition to the Epiſcopal Authori- 

- IF of this Church of England, are fo many no- 
omg Breaches of the apoſtolical Canon , | 
which requires, that all things be done dreemtl r Cor, 14 — 
and in Order; and oppoſe our Redeemer, 
when in his laſt Prayer for his myſtical Body 
the Church, he interceded not for his firſt Dif- 
ciples only, but for all thoſe that ſhowd believe Join rr. as. 

on bim, that they may be all one, as thou Fa- 
ther art if me: For nothing is more certain, 

than that theſe great Ligaments, the Decenoy, 

the Order, and the Unizy of the Church, are 
broken by every reſolute and unjuſt Oppoſition, 
in Diſcipline and Government, as well as in Do- 
frine and Faith: For this was the very Caſe, 

„ to mention no more, of the Corinthians, when | 
ene was for Paul, another for Apollos; all agree- 
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55 ing in the F aith of the Goſpel; and yet the A- 


poſtle ſharply rebukes the Practice, and with a 
paſſionate Concern, endeavours to cloſe it, as a 
grievous Rent in the Church. And indeed, not 
only all the Language of primitive Chriſtiani- 
ty, but the Nature of the thing .ſpeaks the ſame 
Senſe; Diviſions being not uſually the leſs Miſ- 
chievous and Unchriſtian, becauſe the Founda- 
tion of them is not laid in the Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity: On the contrary, the Point of 
Scandal is often carry'd higher, becauſe the 
Strife is about Matters in their own Nature un- 
neceſſary and indifferent. Therefore unleſs thoſe, 
 whotake upon them the ſeparate Miniſtry, can 
prove upon this Church ſome falſe Doctrine, or 
idolatrous Worſhip ; (but the weak Arguments 
to prove this have been lately chang'd, for the 
ſofter Phraſe of our /fymbolizing with the Church of 


-.. Rome, and are now quite dropp'd by their prin- 
cCijpal Advocates, who inſiſt only on the Unlaw- 


fulneſs of impoſing Diſcipline; without which 
there cou d yet be no Diſcipline at all) then, I 
ſay, whatever leſſer Seruples or Objections they 
may have, to an Inſtitution thus apoſtoli- 
cally Dixine; theJeaſt we can ſay to them, is, 
that they muſt bear the full Load of Guilt, (if 
there be any Guilt in Shin and a cauſeleſs 
Separation) that they preach, but are not ſent; 


Of the Houſe of Prayer. 
and pray in that which is not the Houſe * 


Prayer. 
I have thus far preſan'd t to has together the 


Occaſion of my Text, and that of this Aſſem 


bly, as things more nearly related to each o- 


ther than is ſometimes apprehended ; and as : ” 
the joynt Conſideration of them will better i in- 


troduce what I have to ſpeak, with regard to 


the Inſtruction of thoſe that hear me now, and 
ſome peculiar Views, to which this Diſcourſe 
may be directed. And in Proſecution of this 
Deſign, it ſhall be my firſt Buſineſs to explain 


and illuſtrate the ſeveral Parts of this Paſſage of 
Scripture ; and my ſecond, to raiſe an Obſer- 
vation or Wa from thence, which will be 
f uſe to us in the due Application of it. 


L The ſeveral parts of this Paſlage e to "> ex- 


plain d, are, 1/}, That God calls the Temple 
of the Jews, by way of Emphaſis and Diſtincti- 
on, 616 Houſe. 1. That this Houſe of his 
is ſtiled he Howe of Rong zaly. This Houſe 
of Prayer was to be fo called of all Marions, Gen- 


195 as well as Jews. 
1. God calls the Temple of the Jews, His 
22 and that by way of Diſtinction undoubted- 


ly ; for, as it ſtood in common with other Houſes, 


he cou d neither have more Property in that than 
| B -- as 
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O the Houſe of Prayer. 
the reſt ; for the Earth is the Lord's, fays the 


Pſalmiſt, and all the Inhabitants „ nor 
cou'd he be ſaid to inhabit there, and not elſe- 


where, whom Solomon (the greateſt Builder of 


an Houſe of God „ as well as the wiſeſt Man) 


declares, the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain. 
And this is alſo aſſerted by St. Stephen, The moſt 
High dwelleth not in Temples made with Hands, 


as uh the Prophet , Heaven is my Throne, 


and Earth is my Foorſtool ; what Houſe will you 


build me, or what is the place of my Refs : 2. ud 


yet, in the Verſe preceding, the holy Martyr 


had ſaid, that Solomon built him a Temple ; * 
not difapproving this Act in Solomon , which 


was by God's own Appointment and expreſs 
Command, but condemning the Jews for con- 


fining the Diviae Preſence, or at leaſt the Di- 


vine Favour and Bounty to thoſe Walls. 


80 that the Temple cou'd not be {tid his 


Houſe in a pecular Senſe ; but inaſmuch as it 
ſtood diſtinguiſhed from all others in ſome re- 
ative Capacity: And this it had from the time 
it was dedicated to his Name, and devoted to 


his Service; then the great God of Heaven and 
Earth eber d one Fabrick to bear his Name, and 
the incomprehenſible Majeſty kept, 5 a 
diſtinct Reſidence there. 
I the firſt "TO at Jeruſalem, 10 Mani- 
| feſta- 


Of the Houſe of Prayer. 
feſtation of his Preſence was miraculous, from 
the bright Cloud of Glory viſible to mortal Eyes: 
And tho' it did not appear ſo in this Temple, 


yet ſays the Prophet Habackuck, The Glory of 


this latter Honſe ſhall be greater than the Glory 
of the former; and that becauſe it was to en- 


tertain the King of Glory, the Son of God, 


who in the Text ſtiled it his Father's Houſe. And 
hence tis frequently called, in the inſpired Lan- 
guage, the holy Place, and his holy Dwelhag : 
Not on the account of an inherent Sanctity in 
that Fabrick, but only by reaſon of its near 
Relation to the holy one of I/rael, 


2aly. It is called alſo the Hoſe of Prayer : 


Not in a ſtrict Senſe, as if the Temple had been 
appropriated to no other Divine Service beſides 
Prayer; for both the Zews/h Prieſts and our 
Lord himſelf, read the Scriptures and taught 
in the Temple: But as Prayer was accounted a- 


mong the Jews, the eminent and principal Part 
of Divine Service, (as indeed it is of all Devotion) 
it denominates hence the whole of that Service: 
So that the Temple might be tiled, not impro- 


perly in-our Language, the Houſe of Devotion. 


34ly. It remains only, that I ſhew in what re- 


ſpect this Houſe was to be fo called of all Nations. 
10 interpret this in the firſt obvious Sence, as 


if all Nations ſhou d give the Title of the Houſe 
— ELD — = ORD of 


11 
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of Prayer, to that Temple then ſtanding at Je- 


ruſalem, is extremely improbable and abfur'd ; 


ſince the Author of my Text prophecy'd its De- 
ſtruction, long before all, or almoſt any whole 
Nations were converted to Chriſtianity : And 


why the Title of it ſhow'd paſs over the World, 


after the Fabrick was to be utterly deſtroy'd, no 


Reaſon can be aſſign'd. According to the Greek 
this Phraſe might have been tranſlated, zo all 
People ; or, according to the Prophet, from 


| whom 'tis quoted, for all People ; and then the 
Senſe will be clear in two main Points. Firſt, 
the Conviction of the Fews; That ſince this 
very Court of the Gentiles, was, with the reſt 


of the Temple, dedicated to God, it was actu- 
ally deſecrated and prophan'd by the Trade and 


ſecular Buſineſs in it: And conſequently the Ru- 
lers of the Temple, who ſuffered this, were con- 
demned out of that Prophet, whoſe Divine Au- 
thority themſelves acknowledged. Secondly, 


This Senſe anſwers alſo the great Deſign of our 
bleſſed Saviour, in removing the Partition Wall, 
which excluded the Gentiles; and having his 


Father's Houſe of Prayer in all Nations, and 
for all ſucceeding Ages in the World, 


= II. Having thus explain'd the Words in that 
which 1 conceive to be the moſt expedient 


Of Of the Houſe of Pit: 


Senſe, I am now come to the Obſervation or 
Doctrine which I propoſed to raiſe from hence; 
which is plainly this, What the Temple was to 
the Jews, as an Hon of Prayer, that is every 

Church and Chapel, and duly conſecrated Place 
to us Gentiles, but now Chriſtians: And there- 
fore the whole Tranſ&ion, and the Text in 
par ticular, was written for our Inſtruction upon 
whom the Ends of the World are come, Now 
fro om hence it follows. 
, That theſe Temples 1110 are to be dedi- 
Wk to God, and diſtinguiſh'd from all Hou- 
ſes and bab of common Uſe. That the 
two Temples of the Jews were thus ſacred by 
divine Appointment, iS abundantly evident from 
their own Hiſtory in the Old Teſtament. The 
firſt was, with the greateſt Pomp and Solem- _ 
nity, dedicated by Solomon, as you have heard 
in the firſt Leſſon for this Occaſion. . After the 
Demolition of that, and the end of their Cap- 
tivity, by the Encouragement and the Procla- 
mations of the two Perſian Princes Cyrus and 
Darius, the People, the Elders, the Prieſts and the 
Prophets, all joyn'din rebuilding it, and, as Ezra 
tells us, kept the Dedication with great Joy. 
Theſe Matters are unconteſtable from the 
Old Teſtament; but we have ſome Enthuſiaſts 
1 us, that can ſee no ſuch Obligation in 


the 
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the New; and fo eſteem the Conſecration of 
Places to the Divine W orſhip, as a part of the 
Shadow, which was to vaniſh when the Sub- 
ſtance came in its Place. 
Our Saviour has indeed given us no poſitive 
Precept to ſet apart his Father's Houſe, for each 
| Congregation : : Notwithſtanding this, the Du- 
ty may be juſtly collected from the Text. For - 
what I obſerved before, that this part of the Tem- 
ple which he indicates from Profanation, was 
no part of that into which the clean Jews en- 
tred, otherwiſe than as it had the ſame Dedi- 
cation, teaches us, that the Gentiles as well as 
the Jews, all Nations were to have their ſacred 
Temple: Not to be confin'd to this part of the 
Temple, which was conſumed in forty Years , 
but only as being the firſt worſhipping place, 
into which the Gentiles were admitted, it ae 
preſented all other Chriſtian Temples, that were 
to be erected in all Nations and Ages; which 
therefore without a like peculiar Deſignation, 
cou d not become, in a like peculiar Senſe, he 
Houſes of God: So that the Example alone, 
when tis thus ſet before us by the Author of 
our Faith, and is no way contradictory to any 
other Precept i in his Goſpel, is a ſufficient En- 
2 on 2 all Chriſtians, to the Pious Imita> 
tion. of 1 it. 2 I 
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— Accordingly, we find St. Paul reproving the 


Kama who were ſituated far enough di- 


ſtant from this Temple, for uſin g common Feaſt- 


ing in their Church: Have ye not, ſays he, 1 Cor. 11, 12. 


Houſes to eat and drink in, or deſpiſe y e the 
Church of God, And it has been ke made 
appear, from the primitive Hiſtory, that the 


Chriſtians always had their Oratories and Pla- 
ces, ſacred to religious Worſhip, and ſeparated 
from all common Uſe, even while the Rage of 


Perſecution prevented all ſuch happy things, 
as that of this Day. 


Beſides, if the want of an expreſs precept | 
from the Mouth of our Lord, be ſufficient to 
warrant the Opinion of our Advadfities in this 
Particular, it will equally hold good againſt 


the Chriſtian Sabbath, for which neither has 


he left us any ſuch expr fo Precept. But perhaps 
thoſe that Wouꝰ d profane the Place are ſuffici- 
= ently inclin'd allo to abrogate the time of di- 

vine Worſhip: Let us therefore look a little 
nearer into the Reaſon of both Inſtitutions, as 
| both are nearly related to the Occaſion on 


which I ſpeak. 
Our bleſſed Lied: 1 "TY gave us the Sum- 


mary of his Religion by the Evangeliſts, left 
many particular Duties to be explain'd by his 
Apontles that wrote after them, and TS alſo 


omitted 
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omitted the expreſs Injunction of ſeveral things 


that of the primitive inſpired Chriſtians, their 
Contemporaries and firſt Succeſſors: And ma- 


and every Chriſtian, to be collected by our Rea- 
ſon, and the juſt Conſequences of thoſe gene- 
ral Rules and Doctrines, laid down by them 
all. Had it not been ſo, the New Teſtament 
wou d have been rendred, in great meaſure, 


Mankind: Nor is the Goſpel ever the leſs a 

perfect Rule of Faith, ſo long as we can make 
a true Uſe of our Reaſon in Religion, and are 

humble enough not to meddle with things too 


all deſtructive Errors. 


that this is the great Rule which, I hope 


preach nothing to N Doctrine, but what 
5 


from thence by invincible Reaſon and Conſe- 
quence. Thus far they may proceed, on the 


XY " * N , N * A n 
* a 4 4.) 4 FR . Ne W AAR MAES at wt! Wo Form 4s 1» 
6 * 4 —_ „* N * 


S 


Of the Honſe of Prayer. 


to be eſtabliſh'd from their own Practice, and 


ny more Particulars are {till left to every Age 


uſeleſs by its Bulk alone, to the greateſt part of 
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high for us, but to implore the Aſſiſtance of 
the divine Spirit, which will preſerve us from 


And give me leave to remark by the way ; 


in God, all that ever follow me in ſpeaking 
from this Place, will religiouſly obſerve, will 


is either directly aſſerted in Scripture, or drawn 


Reaſon I have ſuggeſted , and by the Example i 


of the great Preacher of the Gentiles, who not 


only 


ne it ra = CSIR 32% I Fe ws 
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Of the Houſe of Prayer. 
only delivered the Faith by his Inſpiration, and 


upon his Veracity, but as we read (As 24. 25.) 


reaſoned alſo of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 


Judgment to come; and while thus they reaſon 
juſtly, on the true Chriſtian Principles, they 


will be moſt effectually enabled to guard you 


both againſt Hereticks and Schiſmaticks, Who 
all joyn (thoſe eſpecially of this Age) in deny- 
ing us t the Uſe of Reaſoning from Scripture; 55 
well knowing their own Tenets cannot ſtand 
the Teſt of it. And thus Preaching, they will 
alſo beſt avoid all Matters of Party, Intereſt, 
and ſecular Conſideration: And then 1 hope 
for you and us, that ther Labour w4ll not be 1 757 


vain in the 1 


But to return to this particular Duty of ma- 
king the Place of our religious Worthip holy 
unto the Lord; beſides all the Scripture- Evidence 
I have mentioned, there is ſuch a natural De- 


cency and Neon 1 in the thing itſelf, It is 


an Act ſo becoming our juſt Apprehenſions of 


the Majeſty of our Creator; it is ſo well adap- 


ted to forward our Devotion, and to keep up 
in our Minds an awful Senſe of the moſt high 
God when we approach him; it is ſo agreeable 
to the common Senſe and Practice of Mankind, 
according t to that of the Poet, 
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John 2, I4. St. 


Of the Houſe of Prayer. 
-=----Fuit hæc ſapientia quondam, 
Publica privatis ſecernere, ſacraprophants. Hor. 


that it cannot in Reaſon be accounted other- 
wiſe, than a part of that Law (both Jewiſh and 

Natural) which our Lord came not o deſtroy 
but to fulfil. Enough therefore, I ſuppoſe, may 
have been ſaid to juſtify the pious Work we are 
this Day engaged in, and to expoſe the groſs Er- 


ror of thoſe Enthuſiaſts, who have broke in up- 


on this, together with moſt other external Du- 


ties Og our Religion, and trodden down the 
n Bulwarks of Piety, while they make the 
loudeſt Pretenſions to it. 

2aly, From hence is viſible, the horrid Im- 
piety of thoſe who have dar 4 to attempt upon 
theſe Places after their Conſecration ; to ruin 
or to convert them to ſuch common Uſes, as 
that of the Merchandize, the Sheep and Gren 
which our Lord found in the Temple. lt is ob- 
ſervable that he, while he was upon Earth, 
never exercis d any regal and coactive uriſci⸗ > 
ction over Men, beſides this, in the Reſcue of 
his Father's Houſe: But this he did at two ſe- 
veral times, one at the firſt Paſſover after. he 
began to preach, which is that mentioned by. 

John, when he drove them out with a 
Scourge ; and the other, which St. Mark here, 


and allo. St, Matthew and St. Luke relate, was 


juſt 
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juſt upon the ſecond Paſſover, when he was a- 


bout to offer himſelf the great Sacrifice for our 


Sins. So that *tis daring indeed , in any pre- 


tended Diſciples of his, to content. that which 


appears the firſt and che laſt of his Care; that 
which was the only publick Inſtance of his 
Royal Authority ; that which ſeemed to have 


tranſported the meek and lowly Jeſus into Rage 
and Fury, in the Eyes of his own Diſciples, who 
apply'd the Pſalmiſt's Expreſſion, that the Zeal 
of God's Houſe had eaten him up. He is not 


now upon Earth thus viſibly to guard his Fa- 


thers Houſe, but when he ſhall come in the 
Glory of his Father, and to judge the Quick 


and Dead, he will not overlook that in his 


judgment which he ſo paſſionately regarded in 


his Life; but the impious Crowd , which he 
drove before him when on Earth, how will it 
fly (but in vain) at the laſt Return of his tre- 
mendons Majeſty! 

God be praiſed, the Houſes of God, which 
we frequent, are guarded by Law as well as 


conſecrated by the Church (and never was the 


Piety of a Legiſlature more conſpicuous, than 
in the Proviſion lately made for er ecting many 
more, where (as in your Caſe) the Houſes of 
God all: increaſe in their Proportion with o- 
mers). but tis not very long ſince both their 
8 Fences 
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Fences were broken down: And 'twas accoun- 
ted doing God as much Service, to rifle and 
ruin his Churches, as it was once to kill the 
Diſciples of his Son. Z 
And there is, God 8 ach of the Gone 
profane enthufaſtical Spirit left amongſt us; but 
our chief Dependence muſt be on him, as our 
Prayer ought to be to him, who drove out the 
Rabble and the Traders from the Temple, that 
he will preſerve this, and all ſuch Places here, 
from thoſe polluted Hands; that hewill conti- 
nue in them his Guardian-Angels, and, next 
to them, long preſerve on Earth the Nurſing- 
Mother af. this Church, who is at. once the 
great Support and the bright Ornament of it, 
whoſe Bounty to it exceeds that of all Her Pre- 
deceſſors, as Her Piety in it equals that of the 
bleſſed Martyr who dy'd for it. And let us 
beſeech God, that, — 4 all Her great Deſigns 
for this Church Rave: received their Accom- 


pliſhment, Her ſelf may very late receive the glo- 


tious Recompence reſerved for Her in the trium- 


phant Church of Heaven. But 


3dly. And to bring this Matter nearer to our 
3 ſince the Place we are aſſembled in, and 
all fach Places, are now jaltly to be account- 
ed, as J have dern before, our Father's Houſe, 
and the Houfe ey Prayer ; then are we all indiſ- 


_ penſably 
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penſabif obliged to frequent them as ſuch; not 
only as they bear that great Character and near 
Relation to our Creator, but as they are ſet a- 
part for our conſtant Devotion alſo. 
Hlave we then any Love, Veneration, or Fear 
of God in our Hearts; and da we ordinarily ab- 
ſent from the Places where Mercy and Pardon 
are proclaim'd, and all the great Gifts of Hea- 
ven diſpens'd? Does the bliſsful Preſence of 
God, and the Light of his Divine Countenance, 
make Heaven wherever they are, and do we 
75 neglect the frequent Opportunities of approach- 
ing his extraordinary Preſence in the Temple, 
if no otherwiſe manifeſted, yet undoubtedly i in 
the more immediate Acceſs which our Prayers 
will have to him in his own Houſe? | 8 5 
There is one Mediator between God and Man, To 
the Man Chriſt Jeſus: Therefore to him alſo 
are our Prayers to be directed, and we cannot 
queſtion | the Acceſs of our united Prayers to 
him in Heaven, who rather deſcends from 
thence to receive then: And, having declared 
that where ro or three are gathered zogether in 
bis Name, there is he in the miſt of them, will, 
we may be aſſured, ever regard the Supplicati- 
ons of his Con regation. 
Me have — on to believe, r here alſo, 
and from this ti time, the heavenly ( Guard, the 
— — bleſſed 


LL 
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bleſſed Angels of God, will keep their ſacred 
Station: For this they did in the Tabernacle. 
and Temple of the Jews, as is not obſcurely 1 inti- 
| mated by St. Paul, when he ſays, The Word 
755 ſpoken br y Angels, and the Law was given 
by the Deli of Angels: And as it is more 
"lp expreſs d by //azah, I ſaw the Lord ſitting 
upon a Throne, high and hified up, and his Train 
filled the Temple. Nor can there be any Rea- 
ſon to think, that the ſame holy Train, for- 
| fakes the Chriſtian Temples, which {till conti- 
nue, as I have ſhewn, the appropriated Hou- 
fs af. the great God whom: they ſerve: And 
where are delivered thoſe Myſteries of the Go- 
ſpel, which are the things . very Angels, 
as St. Peter tells us, ſtoop down to look into. 

such is the near Affinity, ſuch the ſtrict Cor- 
 reſpondence , between 085 Church above and 
that below: Heaven and its Glory is in both, 
tho' not in both alike conſpicuous. A Soul 
deration, which will inflame the Heart that has 
but the leaſt Spark of Piety and Divine Love 
in it. See how it affected the Man after God's 
own Heart, who lived not to ſee the glorious 
Fabrick of the firſt Temple ; yet his whole Com- 
1 in his Exile, and 3 which drew Tears 
from his E yes: Night and Day, in the 40th 
Hein, is, that he cou bg: not now 89 as Ty had 


us d 
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.us'd to do, with the Multitude into the Houſe of 
God, with the Voce of Foy and Pr alſe, and with 

the Multitude that kept Holy Day. And if his 
Soul was caſt down and Adee within him, 
as his own Expreſſion i is, that he cou'd not come 
before God in his Houle ; may none that hear 
me now, none whom it concerns, have the 
. Reaſon to be caſt down, for groſlly ne- 
Le glecting thoſe fair Opportunities of ſerving 
Som Temple, which this Ty brings home 
10 them. 5 
For indeed, this part x my Diſcourſe obs 
more particularly appertain unto you, my Bre- 
thren, who are placed within the Diſtrict of this 
Chapel. Your Attendance on Divine Service, 
has not been hitherto very commodious to you, 
tho I hope not very much neglected for that 
| Reaſon: May you now joyn with me however, 
in praiſing God, that the Objection will ceaſe 
from this Day ; that by his Divine Providence, 
all the Means in this Deſign have been directed 
to ſuch an happy Iſſue, as coud not well be 
expected ſo ſoon. ; 
The common Parent of our Church and; 
a Kingdom has extended Her Munificence hither 
alſo, (for no Houſe of God is too little for Her 
Care and Bounty) a conſiderable Part of the 
Structure is owing to Her, as well as the Ground 
ED . . 
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on which it ſtands; and may it ever preſerve 


Her Name, while She i is a Saint in Paradiſe. 


1 pray Dr the Continuation of this Houſe, 


pray not for the Duration of Her Fame; ke 
of there will remain as many laſting Monu- 


ments, as there are poor Churches in England. 
1 all paſs over in ſilence, all the Expence 


and Trouble your ſelves have undergone, - du- 
ring the whole Conduct of this Affair: May 


God Almighty reward abundantly all the La- 
bour that proceedeth of ſuch Love, ſuch truly 
Divine Love: But your Preſence i is, with me, 


s the! Barr 1 to mo Praiſes, and therefore turn 


7 $ 8 * 


of God, ſhall Sls tend, 1 8 the fa 


cred Ordinances here. And ſuffer; me, in this 
Place, to. fetch one Remark. from my Text; 
| which tiles this he Houſe of Prayer, not ex- 


cluſively (as you have already heard) of any o- 


LE Ads of Devotion, in particular that of 


FFP hearing 
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hearing the Word, but as Prayer is the prin- : 
cipal Act, and moſt concerning Part of Chrifti- 
an Devotion: Which I mult not forbear to re- 
commend to the ſerious Conſideration of thoſe, 
wao think they have duly ſerved God in his 

Church, when they have abſented during great 

part, or all of the moſt excellent Prayers of our 
| Liturgy, and have only attended our unworthy 

Labours; always unworthy, but moſt eſpecially 
ſo, when Men ſet the higheſt Valueuponthem. 
But whatever may be the Qualification of 
_ thoſe who {hall labour in this Vineyard, I hope 
you will ever remember, that the Lord of the 
Vineyard expects the Fruits from you; and that, 
in the Hov/e of Prayer, you may improve and 
U edify well, tho' we do but meanly inſtruct ; yet 
T7 even in this Article, I may preſume to ſay, your 
1 beſt Dependence is, on thoſe who ſhou'd know the 
proper Qualification for the Miniſtry ; and moſt 
eſpecially on your Right Reverend Dioceſan. 
And if you reſt here as to the Perſon, I will 
not entertain a Thought, that the manner of 
Appointment will be any Objection to you; or 
that you will leflen your Benevolence, becauſe 
you have not a Vote for your Miniſter: There 
are, I am ſorry to ſay it, ſome ſuch Men amongſt 
us; God forbid I ſhou d ſay, they wou'd put their 
Religion to the Vote too; yet I cannot but ob- 
— — — |. - 
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ſerve ſomething of an Allay in it, which very 
much ſullies the pure and undefiled Religion. 
There wou d be ſo eſpecially, in every ſuch Caſe 
as yours; wherein, under the Authority, and by 
the Approbation of your Biſhop, and after the 
Patron Right is provided for, the Appointment | 


here, is in the Vicar of the Mother Church, by 
the double Title of common Right, and exprels — 


Eſtabliſhment. _ | 
But pardon this Digreſſion, (for I have juſt . 


Reaſon to think it a Digreſſion from your Caſe) 


the principal Part of our Miniſtry on this Day, is 
to pray for, and to exhort you to the things 

which accompany Salvation; and that thro this 
Temple, your way may lie to Heaven. And there- 


ore having ſpoken thus much concerning your 


frequenting i it, with truly religious Diſpoſitions, 


- I ſhall only requeſt your Patience a little farther, 24s 


while in the 
4th, and laſt Place, 1 65 les you whats my 
Text directs, concerning your Behaviour, when 
c you are in this Houſe of God, this Houſe of Prayer. 
When thePatriarch Jacob, in his Viſion at Berh- 


ny Ell, which being 1 interpr eted is the Houſe of God, 


_.. @avabLadder reaching from Heaven to Earth, and 
the Angels of God aſtending and deſcending upon it; 
(a lively Image of the mutual Communication 
berween the Church above and that below) Sure. 


ty, 
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ly, ſays he, the Lord is in this place and ] knew it 
not; (he did not recolle&, that the Prince's Reſi- 
dence is known by the Aſſembly of his Court;) 
Hou dreadful is this place! This is none other but the Gen. 18. 
Houſe of God, even the Gate of Heaven, Not- 
withſtanding that wefind him in no indecent Be- 
haviour, he corrects himſelf for this Inadverten- 
„„ For: not entertaining in his Mind, that Dread 
and Veneration, which were due to the awful Pre- 
ſence of God. We are now aſſembled, my Bre- 
thren, in a Place not lefs dreadful. Angels, and 
he om all the Angels wor ſhip, and the Maje- 
ſty of Heaven and Earth are here alſo: O come let 
2 wor ſhip, and fall down, and kneel before the 
Lord our Maker. Let us remember that thoſe 
Thoughts, which are always naked to him, are 
1 even now, in a religious Senſe, more trictly i in- 
„„ by him; and thoſe which wou d be in- 
nocent at home, will be criminal here. 
We ſhall never, J hope, tranſa& our worldly 
5 Affairs here, as the Jews did in the Temple; but 
if we u aud ſell in our Minds, we do, in effect, 
make our Father's Houſe a Den of Thieves; ve rob 
him of his Honour; and *tis a ſad, but ſtrong 
| Symptom, that God i is not in all our Thoughts, 
if he is not in thoſe we employ in the Church. 
Keep thy Foot (ſays the wile Man) when thou goeſt 
znto the our TG God: "11s 16 ageron {tumbling 


there; 
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there; but whois there that offendeth not? The 
beſt can only recolle& and recover himſelf, when 
rhe Paſſes to his Heart are unguarded Rete. Ie 
Do thou therefore, O Lord, pardon the Wan- 
drings and the Coldneſs of our Devotion, and fix 
on our Souls a deep Impreſſion of thy perpetual 
Preſence with us, but more ſignal Manifeſtation in 
this ſacred Place. Hearken unto the &. upplication of 
thy Servant, and of thy People, which they ſhall 
make 1oward this Place : Hear thou from Heaven 
thy dwelling Place, and when thou heareſt forgive. 
Accept of all we offer unto thee, in the Name of 
thy well-beloved Son. 
To conclude all, Akon is, in 1 Devo-. 
tion here, inſpired with a ſuitable Affection and 
Fervour, will be conſtantly ſenſible that God is a- 
bout his Bed, and ſpieth out all his ways; the ha- 
bitual Apprehenſion of the divine Preſence will 
be his ſure Guard whereever he goes, and bring 
him back each Time with Joy to the Temple; 
ſerving God faithfully in his Houſe here, until 
| he ſhall be tranſlated to become a glorifyed Mem- 
ber of his bleſſed Houſhold in Heaven, 
Io which Aſſembly above, God of his infinite 
Mercy, and in his rs; Time, joynus all. | 


Aud to God the en c. 


